
RECAP – Worship & Liturgy Commission meeting, 

Wednesday, October 15, 2025

 
Attendance:  Fr. Felix, Anne Boothe, Diane Liebel, Heathery Knowles, Mary Lundstrom, Christine 

Snider, Joy DePuydt, Deacon Tom DePuydt and Macie Hould. 

All were encouraged to check our parish website for historic commission notes for background 
information https://saintmarysmalta.org/parish-commissions  Anne also shared via email invite 
the following insight @ the purpose of this group.  Fr. Felix shared that Fr. Joseph Ponessa (who 
was in Malta for several years in the late 1980’s early 1990’s) has asked to celebrate his Silver 
Jubilee with our parish community on November 8 & 9th, 2025.  He will cover the regular 
weekend schedule and celebrate Masses (details of this weekend will be shared soon) 

• Foster collaboration among parish ministries to ensure cohesive worship experiences. 
• Review and update liturgical practices to align with church guidelines! 
• Organize training sessions for liturgical ministers to improve skills and understanding 
• Encourage parishioner feedback to identify areas for improvement in worship services. 
• Plan seasonal liturgical events to engage church community and deepen faith. 
• Promote inclusivity of diverse cultural expressions in worship. 

Ministry groups and designated leader previously identified include and new discussion that 
was held regarding:  

• Sacristans – Diane Liebel.  Need to update Sacristan duties, especially when Deacon Tom 
is at Mass in Malta (Eucharistic ministers), funeral set up, baptisms, where to place holy 
water, location of funeral pall, and other items.   

• Hosptality – Mary Lundstrom & Cheryl Moore.  We had a great conversation @ broader 
family involvement – encouraging family units to lector/bear gifts/take collections/serve 
as hospitality, etc.  Coordinate with parish office/Macie new recruits and how to do 
some advance scheduling to encourage broader Mass attendance.  Need to review and 
update duty list – include seeking/assisting gift bearers and other involvement. 

• Lector/Lay Leaders – Dianne Salsbery & Mary LaFond.  Recruitment, how to fill in for 
absent lectors.  Lector training, especially with microphones, encourages older youth to 
be on the schedule, not just for RE Masses.  

• Musicians – Cathy Salsbery.  It was noted we are fortunate to have three music options 
– Warren, Cathy and team Becky. 

• Altar Servers – Good discussion of encouraging and training those who have completed 
First Communion and additional adults.  Coordination with Fr. Felix, Mike Ereaux, 
Deacon Tom to provide training and mentoring – important to have Fr. Felix explain 
“why” actions are important.  Mentoring from current servers, especially Reagan Bleth 

https://saintmarysmalta.org/parish-commissions


encouraged.  Funeral Masses are difficult as young people are in school.  Instructional 
books were suggested.   

• Environment – Anne Boothe and team.  We didn’t discuss much here – other than 
importance of lists and examples.  

• Funerals – There was much discussion @ how we meet family needs.  Good 
communication needs to happen – Macie will review materials and consider working 
with Fr. as that first point of contact.  Fr. Felix noted that he is very open to inviting 
other priests to celebrate funerals, but proper protocol is that he should be first contact 
in that process.  Deacon Tom noted if he is to do homily, he wants to arrange a time to 
meet personally with the family.  Noted that Daniel at Wilderness has great knowledge 
of catholic services and is a good advocate for us.  We need to share educational 
materials - there is a good book that we need to reorder and make available to 
parishioners and a planning guide on our website.  We should have a “standing” bulletin 
announcement @ who to contact for funerals. 

Heathyr Knowles presented the idea of a Ministry Fair – as a recruitment and training 
opportunity, often combined with a meal for all.  Heathyr and Anne will work out details for 
this, but it was decided to hold this on November 9th with a potluck in collaboration with the 
Silver Jubilee of Fr. Ponessa to be held in Malta.  Fr. Felix will coordinate changing Saturday 
Mass to Dodson so that Fr. Ponessa can join festivities after Malta Mass on Sunday.  Details will 

be shared when known 😊 

Other liturgical items discussed included ending Mass with song (not a prayer) beginning with 
the new church year and next missalette.  Standing for announcements at the end of Mass.  Fr. 
Felix will work on details to offer a once-a-month Healing Prayer Service at noon with adoration 
and  we will try a special blessing following Mass on the first weekend of each month for those 
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries during that month.  Deacon Tom will continue to be in 
Malta on the 3rd Sunday of each month to assist with Mass and provide homily.  Work will 
continue to update the Duty Lists for all Ministries. 

Fr. also reminded us of the procession order – Cross bearer, two altar servers, two lectors, 
Deacon and then Celebrant. 

The meeting was closed with a wonderful prayer by Fr. Felix. 

 

 


